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The 17 Goals were adopted by all UN Member States
in 2015, as part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development which set out a 15-year plan to achieve the
Goals. Action is needed on a number of fronts, including
harnessing and maximizing the potential of technological
innovation. Such technologies include carbon capture
and storage systems, more efficient irrigation methods,
essential medicines, household water purification devices,
and manufacturing processes that minimize waste and
pollution. There are similarities between the Vedas and
SDGs. In the ancient scriptures, Earth is treated as a
mother and the well-being of Mother Earth is critical
for Environment and Life preservation. Similarities are
expected from the SDGs by considering the biodiversity
importance and ecological balance. SDG 14 outlines the
need for conservation and sustainable use of oceans and
rivers to maintain marine biodiversity while SDG 15
addresses conservation of forests, protection of animals,
land biodiversity and goal to prevent degradation and
desertification. In other words, the 17 UN SDGs and

Ancient Indian scriptures are propagating the same
sustainability principles. In Vedas, especially in Atharv
Veda, references to water quality are available. A water
treatment method was also suggested to improve the
drinking water quality as explained in the following
shloks:
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Similarities between the Vedas and SDGs will be
discussed. How the sustainability was executed in
the ancient times and how this got diluted over time
will be overviewed. Some sustainable water treatment
technologies developed by our group will also be
discussed to revive our ancient practices to achieve the

UN sustainable goals.
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